22       ,    MEN, MOVEMENTS, AND MYSELF
'TowN LIFE
'Wanted for a sober family, by the Profane denominated Metho-
dists; a man of light weight, who fears the Lord and can drive a
pair of horses, he must occasionally wait at Table, join in House-
hold Prayer, look after the Horses and read a chapter in the Bible,
he must (God willing) rise at seven in the morning, obey his Master
and Mistress in all lawful commands; if he can dress hair, sing
hymns and play at Cribbage the more agreeable.
'N.B. He must not be too familiar with the Maid Servants of
the House, lest the flesh should rebel against the spirit, and he
should be induced to walk in the thorny paths of the wicked.
'Wages fifteen guineas a year/
The instruction given at the village church school, during the
short time that I attended it, was of course helpful, but it was far
inferior to that which children of the present day enjoy. The
idea that the children of the workers should be educated for the
nation's good had not at that time been widely accepted. The
general attitude towards such education was that voiced by the
pious Hannah More, who 'wished the poor to be able to read their
Bibles, and to be qualified for domestic duties, but not to write or
be enabled to read Tom Paine, or to be encouraged to rise above
their station.*x This view persisted long after I had left the village,
for I remember that, when as a young man I was on a visit to my
parents, I heard the vicar, Who had called upon a sick member of
my family, tell my mother that the education of the poor should
have been restricted to a curriculum sufficient to have enabled them
to read the New Testament and the Church Collects, with as much
writing as would empower them to sign their names and communi-
cate with the members of their family. He was not an unkindly
man, but he represented a type then common in his Church. Was
not the candidate for confirmation called upon humbly 'to submit
myself to all my governors, teachers, spiritual pastors and masters:
to order myself lowly and reverently to all my betters . , . and
to do my duty in that state of life, unto which it shall please God
to call me*?
Among the influences which gave to the village something of
an independent and radical tone, were three or four small work-
shops in which baskets were made. These were the political
1 Leslie Stephen, The English Utilitarians, vol. i, p. 11 r.